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PRINCIPALLY SPEAKING 

 
 

THANK YOU FAMILIES 
 

As we near Thanksgiving, it’s time again to 
thank so many families who take part in 
supporting students at Kent Prairie.  Our PTA 
continues to provide fun activities, funds 
obtained through fundraisers, wonderful lunches 
for staff, and so many other types of support.  
We also continue to have many parents 
volunteering to help students thrive.  Finally, we 
appreciate the time, input, and collaboration that 
took place during conference week.  Thank you 
for continuing to provide a fulfilling atmosphere 
for our staff and students. 
 

Love and Logic for Parents Class 
Starting in January 

 
We will be starting our Love and Logic for 
Parents class on Tuesday nights starting on 
January 10th from 6:30-7:30. The class will take 
place in the library at Kent Prairie.  This six-
week course is a great opportunity to gain 
quality parenting information while also 
connecting with strategies that we use at our 
school.  We also offer free childcare during 
these classes. 

 
Love and Logic Tip 

 
We see it all the time. Parents lessen their 
effectiveness, to a large extent, when they tell 
children what to do. Why is that? Because 
parents cannot:  

a.  Ensure that the child does it. 
b.  Provide effective consequences for  
      refusing to do it.                                       

So, it's often better not to run around telling 
children what to do. That often invites rebellion. 
There are good Love and Logic alternatives: 
 
 Give an enforceable statement: "Right now I 
am expecting (hoping, thinking) that you'll 
choose to...." 
State your response as a fact, not a threat: 
"When we get home you will be able to put 
some energy back into my system because you 
are certainly draining it now." (Make sure you 
follow through with the chore and bask in the 
energy rays that rain down on you as your child 
mops the kitchen floor or whatever.) 

 
 
 

 
 

PLEASE JOIN US IN THANKING 
OUR VETERANS 

 
Our military families and veterans continue to 
be a vital part of our school community.  We 
want to share how much we appreciate their 
sacrifices, courage, and dedication as we honor 
them during our yearly Veterans’ Day 
Assembly on Thursday, November 10th at 
9:30.  More information will be coming home 
with students about this event, and we look 
forward to honoring their service and sacrifice 
through song and words of appreciation. Should 
you have a picture to send of a veteran or 
current member of the armed forces, you can 
send it to kolson@asd.wednet.edu so we can 
include it in the assembly slideshow. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

§ One of our main goals is for students to 
miss less than 9 absences during the 
school year. 

§ Be sure and call the attendance line at 
360-618-6261 (24 hrs.) when your child 
will be absent. 

§ Fill out a pre-arranged absence form 
from the office. 

Schools are required to meet with families 
to identify barriers and develop a plan to 
improve attendance when a student has 

*Two unexcused absences within a    
month. 
*Five excused, non pre-arranged 
absences within a month 
*Ten excused non pre-arranged absences 
in a school year.  

We are happy to work with you regarding your 
child’s attendance. Please contact your child’s 
teacher if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
 

ATTENDANCE 
REMINDERS 

 



 
 
WHAT IS A “PROBLEM REPORT” 

 
At Kent Prairie, a “Problem Report” is a form 
that is used by students to help them reflect and 
find solutions to situations, incidents and 
behavior issues. Students can write the facts 
from their perspective and then work on 
developing solutions. Students can also provide 
the names of witnesses or bystanders. This often 
helps in verifying the facts of an incident. 
Problem Reports are also used by students who 
see something happen and want to report it, or 
who are concerned about possible bullying 
behavior. So if a student fills out a Problem 
Report, it doesn’t mean he or she is being 
“disciplined” but rather that the student is 
working on solving problems.  The Problem 
Report is designed to lead students to “own” 
their problem (if that is the focus), think about 
how others might feel about this situation and 
then do some thinking about how to fix the 
problem.  
 
What happens to a Problem Report? Sometimes 
nothing happens, as the completion of the report 
brings closure. Sometimes children take them 
home to discuss with a parent. Sometimes they 
are kept as part of an investigation.  Although 
they are part of a student’s learning process, 
they do not become part of a child’s permanent 
school record.  
 
How are they initiated?  

• A student can request a problem report 
from their teacher. 

• A teacher can request that a student 
complete a problem report. 

• A playground supervisor can help solve 
playground “squabbles” or incidents by 
having students process a problem report. 

A student can work in the office on solving a 
problem during recess by using the problem 
report. 

 
FROM THE OFFICE 

 
Please remember to sign in whenever entering 
the building. When writing notes to school, 
please include the first and last name of the 
student. Remember to update information that 
may have changed i.e. home, work or cell phone 
numbers or new emergency contact 
information.  
The end of the day is a very busy time in the 
office. If you are picking your child up early, 
please send a note or call the office in 
advance so we can have them waiting for you 
- it will shorten your waiting time.  
If there is a change in your child’s routine 
contact the office prior to 3:00 so we can 
make sure they get the message. If not, they 
will go home as usual. We ask that you do not 
go directly to the classroom. Thank you for 
your cooperation. 

 
 

 
MUSIC & CHOIR 
 
 

 
Veteran’s Day 

Program 
 
Our students will be presenting a wonderful 
program for our Veteran’s Day Assembly on 
Thursday, the 10th of November at 9:30 AM. We 
will sing songs representing each of our wars. In 
addition, each grade level (1-5) will lead a 
military song: The Caissons (Army), Anchors 
Aweigh (Navy), The Marines Hymn, Wild 
Blue Yonder (Air Force) and Semper 
Paratus (Coast Guard).   When their military 
song is heard, the Veterans at Kent Prairie will 
walk to the front to be recognized.  Kent Prairie 
students will all sing a tribute to our Veterans: 
We Will Not Forget.   

 
CHOIR ON FIRE NEWS 

 
Choir on Fire will also be singing as a part of 
our program.  Please send them in their choir 
shirts - which will be delivered soon - and their 
concert black attire.    
The choir has also started working on their 
holiday program that will be performed at our 
Winter Assembly, but also at the Santa Parade, 
Lights of Christmas, Olympic Place & Cascade 
Valley Senior Living.  This requires us to learn 
a lot of music - so attendance is very important. 
 Thank you, parents, for getting our singers here 
every rehearsal day!  We couldn’t do this 
without you!  
 

MUSIC NEWS 
 
Did you know that there is a Guaranteed and 
Viable Curriculum (GVC) in Elementary 
Music?  Each student is assessed 3 times a year 
(4 times for 4th and 5th grade) in the areas of 
Rhythm, Melody, and Expression.  Fourth & 
fifth grade add the category of Music Timbre. 
The fall trimester we focus on Rhythm that 
includes knowing the names and values of 
notes, reading, playing and listening to these 
rhythms and identifying them.  It also includes 
math - adding note values to find the correct 
number of beats!  
 
If you’d like to know more, please feel free to 
stop by and visit or go to the district website.  
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Picture retakes will be 
November 22nd. Please 
bring your original 
picture packet on that 
day. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
With the fall and winter season 
comes the rain along with a 
wet and muddy recess time. 
The school does not provide 
extra clothing for students. We 

will let you be the judge since you know your 
child best, but we encourage you to pack an 
extra change of clothing in your child’s 
backpack. This can be especially helpful for our 
students who have “accidents” during the 
school day. Unfortunatley due to school policy 
they cannot be in the classroom. The extra 
clothing helps get them back to class quickly 
and saves parents a trip to the school. 
 

PROPER PE ATTIRE: SHOES 
It is important for your child’s foot, knee, and 
hip health that they wear tennis shoes for PE.  If 
your child chooses to wear boots, flip flops etc. 
on PE days, they will not be allowed to 
participate in the running or activity of the day.  
I will not risk damage to a child’s joint, growth 
plate, tendon etc. by allowing your child to 
participate without the correct shoes.  If your 
child does wear boots, flip flop etc. they will 
also need to bring with them in their backpack a 
pair of tennis shoes.  Please help your child to 
remember to wear the correct shoes on PE days. 
Thank you   
 
Brandon Klein, Health and Fitness Teacher 
 
 
 
 

 
LIBRARY LINK 

 
 
Thank you for the success of our Scholastic 
Book Fair! The proceeds will help in purchasing 
new books for our library. We appreciate your 
support!   
Janet Fuller, Librarian and Anna Larson 
 
 

 
COUNSELOR’S CORNER 

It’s hard to believe that it is already November!  
This time of year we start making preparations 
for the holidays.  If your family could use some 
help during the holiday season the best resource 
is to call 211 (open 24 hours a day), but here are 
some local resources that may help reduce some 
of the financial stress. 

Christmas House (425-338-2273)  
Christmas House is a 100% volunteer, non-
profit organization in Everett, Washington that 
provides an opportunity for qualifying, low-
income, Snohomish County parents to select 
free holiday gifts for their children age infant - 
18 yrs. old. 
www.christmas-house.org/shop/  

Salvation Army (Marysville North)-call 
asap 360-926-2228 (M-Th 10:00-3:00)-sign ups 
started Oct. 3rd. 

Toys for Tots—must apply online: 

For South Snohomish County (Smokey Point to 
Lynnwood) 

http://everett-wa.toysfortots.org/local-
coordinator-sites/lco-sites/default.asp 

For Skagit County and Arlington/Stanwood 
areas 

http://mt-vernon-wa.toysfortots.org/local-
coordinator-sites/lco-sites/default.asp 

Arlington Food Bank- (360-435-1631) 

Register now for November and December 
Holiday Support 

Additional help can be found 
through http://www.resourcehouse.com/win211/ 

If your family would like to help and/or donate 
to families during the holidays, please feel free 
to contact the school.  As always, don’t hesitate 
to contact me if you have any questions or 
concerns.    Sincerely,  Mary Murray, Counselor 
360-618-6268 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

OUR SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT 
 
At Kent Prairie, we educate students by building 
relationships that foster academic achievement. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

District Non-Discrimination Notice 
Arlington Public Schools provides equal educational opportunity and 
treatment for all students in all aspects of the academic and activities 
program without discrimination based on race, religion, creed, color, 
national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, marital status, the 
presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of a 
trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability. The 
District will provide equal access to school facilities to the Boy Scouts 
of America and all other designated youth groups listed in Title 36 of 
the United States Code as a patriotic society. District programs will be 
free from sexual harassment. Auxiliary aids and services will be 
provided upon request to individuals with hearing, vision, or speech 
disabilities.  
The following employees have been designated to handle questions and 
complaints of alleged discrimination:                             
TITLE IX OFFICER AND COMPLIANCE COORDINATOR 
Mr. Mike Johnson 
Executive Director, Human Resources 
315 N French Ave. 
Arlington, WA 98223 
360.618.6212                                                       
mjohnson@asd.wednet.edu 
 
SECTION 504 COORDINATOR 
Ms. Kathy Ehman 
Assistant Superintendent 
315 N French Ave,  
Arlington, WA 98223 
360.618.6207 
kehman@asd.wednet.edu 


